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SINCE MARCH OF 1972, THE NEVADA OPERATIONS OFFICE HAS HAD

lNCREASl~ COMMITMENT TO AK) RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTIONS PERTAINING

TO THE PROJECTED RETURN OF EN IWETOK - FIRST TO THE TRUST
I

COl?17D !4-... . .. .._ —_.,--.-..
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TERRITORY AD Ministration AND LATEQ TO THE EN IWETOK PEOPLE

THEMSELVES. BECAUSE OF THE REMOTE LOCATION, THE EXTREMELY COUP kii%il

AND SENSITIVE POLITICAL SITUATION, ANO THE NECESSITY FOR TIMELY

AND DECISIVE ACTION, THE MANAGER, NV HAS NPUNO IT NECESSARY

TO PLACE HEAVY PERSONAL RELIANCE UPON THE ASSISTANT MANAGER FOR

OPERATIONS, UNDER WHOSE COGNIZANCE ALL OF NV’S ACTIONS HAVE

TAKEN PLACE. MUCH OF THE TIME THAT ASSISTANT MANAGER, ROGER RAY,

HAS FOUND IT NECESSARY TO ACT UPfl ER A Bf?OAO CHARTER OF AuTHORITY

WITHOUT THE SUPPORT WHICH WOULO ?U)RMALLY BE PROVIDED 8Y

CONVENTIONAL STAFF INS: ALTHOUGH, wITHOUT EXCEPTION, t HAVE

FOUND HtS JU06MENTS TO BE SOUNO ANO FULLY WARRANTEO BY THE ,- .69
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CIRCUMSTANCES AT HAND, I AM AWARE THAT AT TtMES THEY HAVE COME

fNTO QUESTION FOR STYLE, IF MOT FOR CONTENT.

I Ut40ERSTAfffl THAT FIVE SPECf FIC ACTIONS HAVE 8EEN QuESTIONED

BY THE ONA STAFF Aflll THAT THESE HAVE COME TO YOUR ATTENTION AS-

MATTERS OF CONCERN TO 6EN. DUNN. FOUR OF THE FIVE HAVE OCCURRED

OURlffi MY TENuRE AS MANAGER, NV, AND 1 CAN AODRESS THEM FROM

PERSONAL KNOWLE06E. THE REMA ININ6 ONE, WHICH I SHALL AOORESS

FIRST, ! HAVE CAREFULLY RESEARCHED I N THE RECORD AND MY COMMENTS

A NO CONCLUSIONS ARE 9ASE0 UPON THAT RESEARCH AS WELL AS OETA fLED

DISCUSSIONS WITH MY DEPUTY, WHO AT THE TIME WAS ACT I?IK AS THE

MANAGER.

FIRST, THE SO-CALt.EO QUARANTINE OF RuNIT. IN M!O-MAY, 1972, AS

OUR PRELIMINARY !?AO10L06tCAL SURVEY OF ENtWETOK WAS !)EI$G

. .
—

COMPLETEO, RAY LEARNED, INFORMALLY, OF A PLANNED VISIT OF

ENIWETOK TRADITIONAL LEADERS TO EN IVETOK AC CO?4PANIE0 BY THEIR

LAWYERS ANO BY A NUMBER OF TRuST TERRITORY OFFICIALS. KNOW!NG

OF THE SERIOUS RAD13L06 I CAL PROBLEMS WHICH HAO ALREAOY BEEN

IDENTIFIED AMI BEt~ SENSITIVE ALSO TO THE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS

OF THE VISIT, HE JOINED THE PARTY AT KWAJALEfN AND RETAINED TwO

I
MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF AT ENt WETOK TO PROVtOE A RADIOLOG ICAL

.. - -—- ----- ----- - - - -- - - — ..—..- ---- .- -.*.---m ● --- uwnwwbb~w

WITH THE DNA PACE PROJECT OFFICER AND wITH THE SAMTEC LIAISON
I
t

WFICER ON KWAJALEIN AND INFORMED THEM TiiAT HE FELT IT HIS -I,
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ESCORT AND TO INTERPRET TO THE MARSHALLESE THE REQUIREMENTS WHICH

WE THEN SAW FOR ACTIONS PRECEDENT TO ANY REHABILITATION EFFORT*

WON ARRIVAL AT EtJIWETOK, RAY LEARNED THAT HIS RADIOLOGICAL

SURVEY PARTY HAD RETRIEVED ON RUNIT xsLA~D THREE PIECES OF DEBRIS

WHICH IT WAS THEN BELIEVED MIGHT CONTAIN METALLIC PLUTONIUM. THESE

FRAGMENTS wERE RETURNED BY SPECIAL COURSER TO THE UNIVERSITY

(F WASHINGTON FOR PRIORITY ANALYSIS, VITH A REQUEST THAT THE

RESULTS OF THE ANALYSIS BE REPORTED AS SOON AS POSSIi3LE. UPGJ

COt4PLETION OF THE MARSHALLESE VISIT TO ENIWETOK, THE PARTY

RETURNED TO KWAJALEIN AND, WHILE THERE, ROGER RECEIVED THE REPORT

E HAD REQUESTED. IT CONFIRf4ED THAT THE PARTICLES wERE ALMOST .

CERTAINLY METALLIC PLUTONIUM. KNOWING THE PROBABLE SOURCE OF

THIS MATERIAL AND, THEREFORE, THAT A LARGE QUANTITY OF PLUTONIUM

H?OBABLY REMAINED ON RUNIT, HE i3ECAME DEEPLY CONCERNED THAT No

MiASURES wERE BEING TAKEN OR WERE AVAILABLE TO PREVENT SERIOUS

O2NTAM1NATION OF PEOPLE, EQUIPMENT, VEHICLES, AND MARINE CRAFT,

AND, THROUGH THEM, PLUTONIUM CONTAMINATION OF ENIWETOK ISLAND

AND EVEN AIRCRAFT DEPARTING THEREFROM. HE IMMEDIATELY CONSULTED

WITH THE DNA PACE PROJECT OFFICER AND wITH THE SAPITEC LIAISON

@FICER ON KWAJALEIN AND INFORMED THEM THAT HE FELT IT HIS ‘
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RESPONSIBILITY TO CAUSE Preventive ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN. 10 THAT

END HE PREPAREO AM) COOROINATEO WITH THE AFORENAMED lNDIV!OUliLS

A TELETYPE TO THE COMMAND I NC 6ENERAt. s SAMTEcs AT vAMoE~uRG
. .

AFB, RECOMMENCING THAT THE CC, SAMTEC, MAJo GENo tOW, INVOKE “

A QUARANTINE UNTIL APPROPRIATE CONTQOLS COULO BE ESTABLISHED.

AS SOON AS HE REACHEO tfONOLULU ANO WAS ABLE TO OISCUSS THIS

MATTER BY TELEPHONE, HE TELEPHONED THE ACTING MANAGER, NV TO

INITIATE THE NECESSARY FOLLOW-ON ACTIONS.

I FIND ROGER*S ACTtONS IN THE RUNIT MATTER TO BE ENTIRELY

CONSISTENT WITH THE AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF HIS OFFICE*

I FIND NO BASIS FOR QUEST IONI* HIS TECHNICAL JuOGMENT Of?

HIS APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM IN GtVIW PROMPT ANO CLEAR ADVICE

TO THAT OFFICIAL WHO HAD BOTH THE RESPONSIBILITY AND THE

AUTHORITY TO TAKE THE NECESSARY ACTION.

THE SECONO ISSUE, 1 UNDERSTAND, IS OESCRf BEU AS A MEET?NG BETWEEN

ROGER RAY AND BRIG. GEN, BRICKEL, DEPuTY ASSISTANT TO THE

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (A E). SOMETIME BEFORE THE SEPTe 7

INTERAGENCY MEETING, ROGER AND DRo WALT NERVtK OF LIVERMORE

OISCUSSEO THE MATTER OF LABORATORY ANALYTICAL WORKLOAO SUPPORTING

THE EN IWETOK PROGRAM. RECOGNIZING THAT MOST OF THE AVAILABLE
. . ._, . .. .. ... . . . ..
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LABORATORY CAPACITY WHICH WAS THEN AVAILABLE TO US ~AS ALREADY

HEAVILY COMMITTEO, WALT NEf?VIK S@ GESTED THAT MCCLELLAN HAD THE

TECHNICAL CAPABILITY AND HE UNOERSTOOO, INFORMALLY, WOULD wELCOME

THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE. RECOGNIZING THAT SUCH PA RTt CITATION

WOULO PR09ABLY REQUIRE A DIRECTIVE OR MISSION ASSIGNMENT FROM

WASHINGTON, ROGER OEClOED THAT IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO DISCUSS

THE FEASIBILITY OF SUCH AN ASSIGNMENT wITH SOMEONE FROM CARL

WALSKE” S OFFf CE BEFORE FORMALLY Requesting THAT THE DEPARTMENT

OF OEFENSE PROVIDE SUCH SUPPORT. SINCE HE KNEW GENo BR ICKEL ANO

KNEW ALSO THAT BRICKEL WOULO BE AT THE INTERAGENCY MEETING, HE

CAL LEO BRICKEL ANO ASKEC) IF THEY MIGHT HAVE A BRIEF CONVERSATION

SUBSEQUENT TO THE SEPT. 7 MEETlffi ON A SUBJECT WHICH HE FELT YOULO

NOT BE APPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS 0!4 THE TELEPHONE. AS tT TuRNED OUT,

6RIC!(EL HAO A COMMITMENT BACK AT THE PENTAGON IMMEDIATELY AFTER

THE INTERAGENCY MEET!NG AND lNVt TED ROGER ANO WALT NERVIX TO

OROP BY HIS OFFICE FOR COFFEE ANO CONVERSATION, THE SUBSTANCE OF

THE CONVERSATION WAS TO ASK GEM. BR]CKEL IF HE FELT THAT OR.

WALSKE WOULO SUPPORT A REQUEST FOR MCCLELLAN LABORATORY ASSITANCE,

IF AND WHEN SUCH A REQUEST WERE MAOEo SUBSEQUENTLY, AS YOU ARE

AWARE, A FORMAL REQUEST OR ICI NATEO BY ME WAS PhSSED THROUGH OMA
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TO ONA, WITH THE HOpEO-FOR RESULT. SURELY ROGER HAO m INTENTION

OF BYPASSING ME OR YOU, OR THE OIRECTOR OF ONA OR ANYONE tN THE

CHAIN OF CO’MMANO AT MCCLELLAN, IN SEE KINS TO LEARN IN AOVANCE,

AS A 6000 STAFF OFFICER SHOULO, WHAT WAS LIKELY TO BE THE .

REACTION TO A REQUEST HE ASKEO HIS BOSS TO SIGN.

THE THIRD MATTER, I UNOERSTANO, HAS TO 00 WtTH THE SO-CALLED

PULLOUT OF EN IWETOK AT THE TIME OF TYPHOON OLCAe THE TOTAL

EVACUATION OF ENIWETOKON OCT. 23 WAS OIRECTED BY CG, SAMTEC

IN LIGHT OF A PREDICTION THAT THE TYPHOON WOULO 00 SEVERE DAMAGE

TO THE ATOLL. 1 ASSUME THAT THAT” EVACUATION IS NOT IN QUIESTION.

THE RETURN TO EN”IWETOK 36 HOURS LATER WAS INTENDED iS A

RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE SURVEY PROGRAM

COULO BE RESUMEOe BY K)W YOU HAVE SEEN RAY’ S TELETYPE REPORT

TO ME ON THAT SUBJECT ANO HAVE PERHAPS HEARO HIS ACCOUNT OF IT

ON TAPE. THE OEPARTURE OF ALL AEC ANO ONA PERSONNEL FROM

EN IWETOK AT ABOUT 1300 LOCAL ON OCT. 25 WAS OICTATEO BY A

STATEMENT FROM THE SITE MANAGER THAT HE COULO NOT SUPPORT ANY

PROJECT PERSONMEL AT THAT TIME, THE TIME OF OEPARTURE FROM

ENIWETOK FOR KWAJALEIN WAS OICTATEO BY OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

AT KWAJALEIN FOR THE EVACUATION AIRCRAFT. HAVIW CONSULTEO
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